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This report summarizes the main activities and events that have been undertaken by the  
Coalition to Stop Violence against Women from the period of January – December 2018. 

Coalition to Stop Violence against Women
Yerevan, 2019



Women and girls face violence all over the world: one in three women experience sexual or 
physical violence during their lives. Girls and women with disabilities face up to 10 times more 
gender-based violence than those without disabilities. These are the data presented by the 
World Health Organization, numbers, statistics, behind which the tragedy of thousands of lost 
lives is hidden.
The results of the research, conducted by “Agate” Rights Defense Center for Women with 
Disabilities NGO, show, that girls and women with disabilities are often subjected to physical, 
psychological and economic violence. There are also few cases of sexual violence against 
women with disabilities (especially women and girls with mental disabilities), but few people 
are talking about it, which is a result of low level of awareness, fear, the negative stereotypes 
in the society, as well as the physical and content inaccessibility of the services provided to the 
victims of violence. 
The Coalition to Stop Violence against Women, in the framework of the fight against gender-
based violence, has worked on raising the societal awareness around the issue, as well as to 
change the narratives around domestic violence, help and protect the victims of violence. 
“Agate” Center, as a member of the Coalition, on October 1, 2018, in the framework of the 
National Day to Combat Domestic Violence, has organized an awareness-raising event in 
Gyumri, during which the members of the organization distributed informational materials to 
passers-by about the forms of domestic violence, its manifestations, reasons, and consequences 
and the mechanisms of prevention, the existing laws and regulation, meanwhile the passers-by 
answered to different questions about domestic violence. 
It is inspiring to note, that many people highlighted the need to be more informed about domestic 
violence and acknowledged the importance of the preventive measures. 
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Each case of the violence against women is disturbing and it needs public attention. The 
impunity leads to new cases of violence. Everyone’s approach is important around this issue. 
Widespread condemnation of violence against women and intolerance towards perpetrators of 
violence should be a benchmark in the fight.

Karine Grigoryan 
“Agate” Rights Defense Center for Women with Disabilities

NGO President ”



Coalition to Stop Violence against Women 

On October 1, 2010, 20-year-old Zaruhi Petrosyan who was a victim of domestic violence (DV), died as a result 
of severe beatings by her husband. After the incident, several organizations concerned with DV demanded a just 
investigation of the case and established the Coalition to Stop Violence against Women (hereafter Coalition).
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The  
Vision of  
the Coalition  
is to have: 

Society, based on the values of 
gender equality, where discrimination 
and violence towards any woman are 
absent. 

The  
Mission of  
the Coalition  
is: 

To reduce the violence against 
women and strengthen the 
mechanisms of protection through 
joint efforts. 



Nowadays, the Coalition has 10 members, who aim at reducing all forms of violence towards women, promote 
gender equality and women’s rights protection in Armenia. The members of the Coalition are:

“Women’s Support Center” NGO

“Women’s Resource Center” NGO 

“Sexual Assault Crisis Center” NGO

“Women’s Rights Center” NGO 

“Society Without Violence” NGO 

“Pink” human rights defender NGO 

“Real World, Real People” NGO 

“Agate” Rights Defense Center for Women with Disabilities

“Disability-Inclusive Development” NGO (Former “Disability Info” NGO)

“Spitak Helsinki Group” NGO
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The Values of  
the Coalition are: 
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Equality,  
solidarity,  

social justice

Promoting human rights  
and democratic values Forming and promoting  

civil society  
without violence

Non-discrimination,  
tolerance towards  

all groups of society



Preventing and Reducing  
Violence against Women 

Awareness Raising Activities 
The Coalition has set an objective to raise public awareness about the culture of violence against women, its 
prevalence and causes, as well as what to do when someone has been subjected to violence. To achieve the 
objective, the Coalition conducted the following activities in 2018. 

October 1 
National Day to Combat Domestic Violence 
The Coalition organized a campaign on October 1st, the National Day to Combat Domestic Violence, in three cities 
of Armenia – Yerevan, Spitak, and Gyumri with the title “My Step against Domestic Violence”. Overall, more than 
1150 people were reached individually in the streets during the campaign in Avan, Qanaqer, Zeytun and Erebuni 
administrative districts of Yerevan, and around 5000 info materials on domestic violence and sexual violence were 
distributed. And at the end of the day, a candlelight vigil was held at Freedom Square in commemoration of victims 
of domestic violence, which already has become a tradition.
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An awareness raising event was organized in Gyumri with the efforts of Agat NGO, 
a member of Coalition. The participants of the event were talking with the passers-
by about physical, economic and psychological forms of violence, as well as the 
manifestations of violence against women with disabilities.

Another member of the Coalition, “Spitak Helsinki Group” NGO members organized 
the screening of the “Women’s Fight: For Fair Trial” movie in the organization, and 
then held a public awareness event in Spitak, distributing information materials 
about domestic violence and its prevention. 

The events organized by the Coalition were publicized by various media outlets 
both in Yerevan and in regional TV channels.

“People should be 
more aware of the 
phenomena that the 
cases will not remain 
ignored and cause 
tragic consequences.” 

Gyumri,  
a participant of  
the event
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Social Ads  
against Domestic Violence 

At the beginning of 2018, the Coalition released three social videos, widely spreading information on prevention 
and punishment of domestic violence  and important messages to all women and all members of society. The 
videos were widely distributed in social media. Moreover, regional TVs, such as Gavar TV, Alt TV, Tsayg TV and 
Lori TV broadcast social ads on their channels. With the support of the Coalition, Zangezour TV has prepared and 
broadcast an extensive program on domestic violence.
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https://youtu.be/Ch64d8GPHQ8 https://youtu.be/iIkPtpXFYdE https://youtu.be/r_N4AVQvCPY



Training 

Aiming at preventing all forms of violence against women, the Coalition emphasizes the importance of capacity 
building activities, as well as raising the awareness and the professionalism of the specialists around the issue 
working in different spheres. Thus, the Coalition has organized and conducted the following training courses 
previous year.

Training with Social Workers
On January 2018, the Coalition organized training for 33 social workers with the objective to raise awareness on 
domestic violence, its root causes, and specificities and on the newly adopted law on “Prevention of Violence within 
the Family, Protection of Victims of Violence within the Family and Restoration of Peace in the Family” in particular. 



Training with Lawyers and Attorneys
On February 2018, the Coalition organized and conducted training for 15 lawyers. During the training the trainers 
presented and discussed with the participants the law on  “Prevention of Violence within the Family, Protection 
of Victims of Violence within the Family and Restoration of Peace in the Family”, particularly the mission of the 
law, the forms of violence defined in the law, the protection mechanisms for the victims of domestic violence, 
the reconciliation institute, the international documents on domestic violence, especially the Convention on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), European Convention on Human Rights, 
The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence 
(Istanbul Convention), as well as the precedents of ECtHR.

Training with Journalists
One of the main directions of the Coalition is the work with media and the capacity building of the journalists on 
how to cover the topics of domestic violence, all forms of violence against women on the sensitive manner.  In 
2018, the Coalition also organized and conducted a capacity-building training for media representatives aimed at 
providing information on domestic violence, forms of violence, and the legislative framework as well as addressing 
the peculiarities and nuances of covering the domestic violence cases and interviewing the survivors.

Training with the Human Rights Defender’s Office 
On October-December 2018, two special trainings regarding functions of the Human Rights Defender in the fight 
against domestic violence and gender-based violence was organized with the participation of international and 
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local experts. Participants of the trainings have discussed types of domestic violence, the existing laws, Armenia’s 
international obligations, ECtHR precedents on domestic violence cases. Special attention was given to the 
peculiarities of working with victims of violence and interviews with them. The role of Human Rights Defender in 
fighting against domestic violence and the protection of persons suffered from violence was also discussed.

The training was organized in frames of the “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights” Project, financed by the 
European Union and implemented by UNDP, in partnership with UNFPA and UNICEF, as a part of the European 
Union’s Human Rights Budget Support Programme. 
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Ensuring Effective Protection  
and Support Mechanisms  
for Women Subjected to Violence

In 2018, the Coalition continued its work to fight the domestic violence in Armenia. On one hand, the Coalition 
directed its efforts to raise the public awareness on domestic violence and gender-based violence and to change 
public perceptions on these issues; on the other hand, to promote the prevention of gender-based violence  and 
address these issues at the legislative level, as well as support the persons subjected to gender-based violence 
and provide assistance.

Improvement of the Legislative Framework and Establishment of  
Effective Mechanisms of Protection and Support 
On August 29, the Coalition representatives met with Deputy Ministers of Labor and Social Affairs Arsen Manukyan 
and Zaruhi Batoyan. The problems in the field were discussed during the meeting. The presence of highly qualified 
social workers in the field was highlighted in terms of working with families and victims of domestic violence, the 
need to train social workers, and the need to create specially equipped offices in daycare centers where social 
workers and psychologists will be able to meet with domestic violence victims, as well as the problem of creating 
shelters for persons subjected to domestic violence etc. At the end of the meeting, members of the Coalition 
and the Ministry agreed to hold such discussions frequently, on regular basis and deepen effective cooperation 
between the Ministry and the Coalition.



Members of the Coalition in Domestic Violence Prevention Council 
“Domestic Violence Prevention Council” was established by the decision of the Prime Minister of Armenia No 
1685-A of 28 December, 2018. The following members of the Coalition are represented in the Council:

Lara Aharonian - “Women’s Resource Center” NGO co-president 

Susanna Vardanyan - “Women’s Rights Center” NGO president 

Maro Matosyan - “Women’s Support Center” NGO president 

Tatevik Aghabekyan - “Sexual Assault Crisis Center” NGO Projects Director 

Opinion and Recommendations on the Draft Electoral Code of Armenia  
Regarding the Gender Quota and Women’s Rights  
In the summer of 2018, within the framework of making relevant amendments to the Electoral Code, the Coalition 
has compiled a package of recommendations to the Government of Armenia. 

The recommendations in the package concerned the mechanisms for women’s participation, in particular the 
provisions of gender quota in the Electoral Code relating to the quota, recommendations regarding the electoral 
rights of women with disabilities, the electoral rights of women in the shelter. The coalition members also actively 
participated in public discussions, presented their position and justification for changes.

However, the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia rejected the draft law “On making amendments and 
supplements to the Constitutional Law of the Republic of Armenia “Electoral Code of the Republic of Armenia”” in 
autumn, 2018. 
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Documentation of Domestic Violence  
Cases and Trial Monitoring 
During 2018, the Coalition has created a unified system of DV cases data collection which also gives statistical 
information to a reader. 

Since the beginning of 2018, the Coalition kept in focus monitoring of the cases of DV survivors Taguhi Mansuryan, 
Siranush Galoyan, Naira Smbatyan, and Eva X. 

The Coalition issued 4 public 
statements on cases of institu-
tional violence about Marina 
Khachatryan, Asya Khachatryan, 
Ruzanna Adanalyan, and Hasmik 
Sargsyan.  

The members of the Coalition 
participated to at least 10 
media-programs, held 7 press 
conferences, gave a number of 
interviews to the media and made 
public statements, supported and 
signed petitions regarding the 
human rights violations. 



Training with Domestic Violence Survivors  
On May the Coalition organised an awareness raising and empowering training for DV survivors on 

“What is domestic violence and its legal 
regulation in Armenia”. The aim of the 
training was at raising the knowledge 
of DV survivors on the new regulations 
of the domestic violence in the legal 
framework.

Direct Support to Victims of Violence 
The health expenses of 3 women were partially covered by the Coalition during 2018. As a result of a comprehensive 
support, this contributed to their recovery, well-being and empowerment. 

The first woman was a transgender sex worker who was beaten up and whose apartment was burned down by a 
transphobic client who intended to kill her. She escaped the place and stayed alive by chance. Half of her operation 
and healthcare costs were covered by the state while the other half was covered by the Coalition.

L.A., a participant of DV training designed  
for the DV survivors, shares her thoughts: 

“If such a law operated in time and it was possible to 
benefit from its preventive means, violence in my family 
would not last for so long and would not get deepen that 
much scaling up to physical violence and hyper control over 
my children by my husband. Nowadays, there are many 
mothers who are deprived of healthy relationships with their 
children which is a violation of their parental rights and is 
not derived from the best interests of a child.”
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The second survivor was a woman from a rural area who was being periodically subjected to violence by her 
ex-husband. Years of violence have led to the deterioration of her health. Soon after the last time when the ex-
husband has beaten her, she needed an operation the cost of which was partially covered by the Coalition.

The third survivor was a woman who was being subjected to violence by her father-in-law who used to beat and 
mistreat her since many years ago when her husband accidentally died. Being extremely poor, she did not have 
any choice but to stay with her husband-in-law and tolerate violence until it became intolerable. The Coalition 
helped her to cover consultation, diagnosis and treatment needs which were not in the list of free, state-provided 
services.

“Providing services and solving women’s health issues is key in women’s empowerment work. This is an important, 
core stone element in advocacy and awareness raising. Women have to be strong and healthy to be able to 
change their lives and come to the frontline of fight to end violence against women”,- Anna Nikoghosyan, Projects 
Coordinator at the Coalition 
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Capacity Building 

At the beginning of 2018, the Coalition reviewed its strategic plan, developed its annual activity plan, as well as the 
Advocacy plan for two years. 

The Coalition has organized one capacity building and movement-building event at the end of May during which 
each member was reflecting on her contribution and impression from the Revolution and recent political changes 
and their influence towards its priorities. 

The Coalition continued multi-sectoral education and capacity building activities for the members of the Coalition. 
More specifically: 

Lara Aharonyan from Women’s Resource Center, member of the Coalition organized a special workshop 
on feminism which touched upon issues of feminist values within organizations and how to run a feminist 
organization in particular.

Coalition member Mushegh Hovsepyan from “Disability-Inclusive Development” NGO hold a training for 
Coalition members in December 2018 about human rights of people with disabilities. The training was co-
facilitated by Gayane Grigoryan from another member – “Agate” rights defense center for women with disability 
NGO who shared information about special needs and advocacy strategies for women with disabilities.  This 
training was particularly useful for the Coalition members who want to make their strategies and activities 
more inclusive and accessible for women and girls with special needs. 

Zhenya Mailyan from Real World, Real People NGO conducted a training, which was focused on awareness 
raising and capacity building around issues of HIV/AIDS. 
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In order to enhance Coalition members’ solidarity and care towards each other, strengthen the sense of a team and 
increase members’ self-care, Coalition’s staff organized 15 yoga classes for the Coalition. Overall, 16 members 
took part and learned how to take care of their minds and bodies and how to avoid/deal with burn-out through yoga 
self-care. The yoga classes also contributed to the well-being of the Coalition as a whole and strengthened the 
institution as a team.
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Let’s Talk Numbers

During 2018, the Coalition members received 3411 hotline calls on domestic 
violence and sexual violence cases. 

Sexual Assault Crisis Center had 12 cases of sexual violence in 2018. 

At least 1500 people were reached through the Coalition’s street campaigning 
activities on October 1 in Avan, Qanaqer, Zeytun and Erebuni districts of 
Yerevan, more than 5000 info materials were spread on domestic violence and 
sexual violence. 

The Republic of Armenia’s Investigative Committee has analyzed 519 criminal 
cases regarding domestic violence during 2018 as compared with 458 criminal 
cases investigated in the previous year. Most of the criminal cases refer to 
violence used by husband. Other criminal manifestations committed by other 
family members were recorded, as well. In the framework of the criminal cases 
493 persons were recognized as victims, 25 of whom were up to 12 years old, 
8 – from 12 to 14, 24 – from 14 to 16, 9 – from 16 to 18, 183 – from 18 to 35, 
244– over 35.

Around 990 cases of domestic violence were registered in Armenia in 2018, 
in 413 cases a warning was made, while 128 cases required immediate 
interference of law enforcement officers. 

In a year 

3411
calls on

domestic
and

sexual
violence
cases



At least 50 000 online readers/viewers were reached as a result of Coalition’s work with media outlets and social 
media updates. 

At least 30 media outlets were reached by the Coalition to report on DV, GBV and Coalition’s activities, as well as 
164 media products were created either by the Coalition or in other media outlets by the participation of Coalition/
about Coalition’s activities.
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Coalition Supporters in 2018

Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation

Open Society Foundations – Armenia 

OSI Assistance Foundation

“Harmonic Society” Armenian Association of Social Workers NGO

UNFPA 

Armenian Healthcare Association of the Bay Area
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