
 

 
 

 

STATEMENT OF COALITION TO STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

ADDRESSED TO UN WOMEN 

 

On September 27, in the midst of COVID-19 pandemic, the Azerbaijani armed forces launched 

missile attacks along the line of contact both with the Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) 

and with the Republic of Armenia targeting also the peaceful settlements1. The international 

media reporting2 reveals evidence of Syrian fighters from jihadist groups being recruited by 

Turkey to fight in Nagorno-Karabakh, thus escalating existential threat to the lives and health of 

women, children, elderly and the entire population of Artsakh and international community in 

general which is as vulnerable to terrorism as Artsakh right now. 

Villages, towns and the capital Stepanakert have been intensively attacked causing numerous 

casualties and injuries among civilians. As of 12 October, 2020, 31 civilians including 1 child and 

8 females have been killed. 60 % of civilians were killed at the places of their residence3. On 14 

October, a child was injured of drone strike in Vardenis town-the internationally recognized 

territory of the Republic of Armenia.  

Large-scale damages have been caused to civilian objects, such as residential buildings, hospitals 

and schools. Since the launch of the large-scale aggression against Artsakh, Azerbaijan has been 

repeatedly using internationally banned weapons in areas where civilian population and civilian 

objects are located4. 

The one of guiding documents for UN Women; the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action5, 

describes how girls and women are especially affected by armed conflict because of their unequal 

status in society and their sex. Women are less directly involved in violence within armed forces, 

but their lives are highly affected by the consequences of conflicts and the political priorities of 

militarized societies. Women of all ages face displacement, loss of home and property, loss or 

involuntary disappearance of close relatives, poverty and family separation and disintegration, 

victimization through acts of murder, terrorism, torture, involuntary disappearance and sexual 

abuse.  

 

                                                             
1 https://www.mfa.am/en/interviews-articles-and-comments/2020/09/27/mfa_st_nk/10462 
2 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/1/macron-says-syrian-fighters-operating-in-karabakh 

https://edition.cnn.com/2020/10/01/middleeast/azerbaijan-armenia-syrian-rebels-intl/index.htm 
3 https://artsakhombuds.am/sites/default/files/2020-10/Artsakh-Ombudsman-updated-second-interim-report-on-

the-Azerbaijani-atrocities-in-September-October-2020-13.10.2020.pdf 
4 Idem 
5 https://www.un.org/en/events/pastevents/pdfs/Beijing_Declaration_and_Platform_for_Action.pdf  

https://www.mfa.am/en/interviews-articles-and-comments/2020/09/27/mfa_st_nk/10462
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/1/macron-says-syrian-fighters-operating-in-karabakh
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/10/01/middleeast/azerbaijan-armenia-syrian-rebels-intl/index.html
https://artsakhombuds.am/sites/default/files/2020-10/Artsakh-Ombudsman-updated-second-interim-report-on-the-Azerbaijani-atrocities-in-September-October-2020-13.10.2020.pdf
https://artsakhombuds.am/sites/default/files/2020-10/Artsakh-Ombudsman-updated-second-interim-report-on-the-Azerbaijani-atrocities-in-September-October-2020-13.10.2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/events/pastevents/pdfs/Beijing_Declaration_and_Platform_for_Action.pdf


 

 
 

 

During armed conflict the threat of violence is extremely high: fear and insecurity, the 

destruction of livelihoods, expulsion, loss of family and death, double burden of family and 

household maintenance are just some examples of the problems to be confronted. Women are 

also being proactively engaged in care and support activities. 

Armed conflict creates also disproportional negative health effects for girls and women: public 

health refers to the provision and protection of conditions that allow people to achieve physical, 

mental and social well-being and depends upon several basic and essential conditions such as the 

availability and quality of food, access to health services, etc. 

The war initiated by Azerbaijan is a complexity of war, organized crime and massive human rights 

violations.  

Right now life and health of women, children and the entire population of Artsakh are under an 

imminent and real threat expanding the deadly threat of COVID-19.  

UN Women, through the Statement for International Day for Peace (21 September, 2020), calls 

on all warring parties to put down their guns and heed the UN Secretary-General’s call for a 

global ceasefire to stop the deadly virus namely COVID-19 from adding yet another layer of 

tragedy and cease the myriad aggressions that keep all people from living in peace6. 

This is an urgent alarm to the international community and international human rights 

organizations to take urgent, active and effective steps to stop the ongoing humanitarian crisis in 

the Republic of Artsakh. 

 

Given the high priority for all women and girls to live a life free from all forms of violence, we 

urge UN Women: 

 

- to assert its call for ceasefire and make a statement condemning the Azerbaijani aggression and 

calling for an end to the war, 

- to initiate monitoring/fact-finding mission of the situation of women and girls within the 

ongoing war and to report to the UN Security Council under the Resolution 1325.  

- to provide respective assistance within its mandate to women affected by the war. 

                                                             
6 https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/9/statement-un-women-international-day-of-peace  

https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2020/9/statement-un-women-international-day-of-peace

